
 

 

 

 
Subject: Art Media and Design 
 
Level: Level 3 
 
Focus for this fortnight: How we use the Design process in art 
 
Please send questions / queries to: rlemarechal@eastleigh.ac.uk 

We highly recommend using the design process when 
approaching your art projects.  
 

We use this process in the department to break down 
the creative process for you to enable you to get the 
most out your work.  
 
These guides will break down the sections for you then 
give you an example of how it translates into your 
projects 
 
The first guide covered the ideas generation section 
showing how we want you to approach your projects, 
this one will cover the actual production of your project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical Experimentation / Development 
 
At this stage you should have your idea for the 
project, lots of research and a range of solutions you 
want to experiment with. 
Now is the time to start with as much physical work 
as possible, try and use as many different 
approaches that are available to you, try things that 
you may not have used before, don’t be afraid to fail 
at this stage, no one gets it right first time!  
The most important element at this stage is to record 
your process and reflect on what you’ve done. Even 
the work that you are not happy with, don’t throw it 
away!, record it and say why its not worked, this is 
just as important as getting things right, the more you 
can do this the more you will learn from the process 
and your final pieces will be better for it. 
This process relates to all areas in art, for example- if 
you are doing a photographic project, consider what 
cameras are you using? Have you tried different 
lenses? Could you shoot it on film cameras? Pinhole 
cameras? 
If your painting, what paints are you using? What 
mediums are you painting on? Brush sizes, scale of 
the paintings? Use a different style of painting you 
have not tried before 
The key is to approach your ideas with a open mind 
and try as many approaches as possible, record and 
reflect on your work and get the opinions of others, 
the more you do the more you will discover and 
create new exciting work which will engage you more 
and make you want to work harder. 
Our students record their work in A3 sketchbooks, 
supported with photos and text of what they have 
done. Don’t just fill it with pictures of your work with 
no supporting annotation, it may feel like you’ve done 
a lot if you’ve filled 5 pages with pictures, but your 
just making more work for yourself! Fill 1 page and 
annotate it there and then while it’s fresh in your 
mind, you may not remember in a few weeks what 
you’ve done. 
1 finished page is better than 5 incomplete pages! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The design process is an 
industry standard model which 
we have modified to fit our 
needs, but essentially it exists in 
all the creative industries. 
 
By working through this process 
you will become comfortable 
with approaching new 
challenges and tasks from 
employers in the future.  
 
The process ensures that you 
have a solid background to your 
project work giving you more 
confidence in your work and 
outcomes.  
 
A key step to the process is 
refection of your work, regular 
problem solving, and analysis of 
your progress will help you keep 
on track with your project. 
 
 When possible, involve others 
in this process as their input can 
help you see opportunities you 
may have missed. 
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